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PLANTING ALONG GILBERT CREEK
Volunteers gathered along
Gilbert Creek between North
Middle School and Gilbert
Creek Park on Friday, to
plant 200 large trees, 200
smaller trees and shrubs,
and another 400 or so willows, part of ongoing work
along the stream. Volunteers
from Grants Pass High
School, Rogue River Watershed Council, Southern Oregon Flyfishers, Middle Rogue
Steelheaders and Strauss
Ecological Services participated. The Rogue River
Watershed Council, Grants
Pass School District and Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife were also partners.
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Connie’s Hair Design joins downtown business scene
elry making, knitting and crochet supplies. Each month lowcost classes in beading, knitting
and crochet are offered, “taught
by really wonderful instructors,”
said Smith.
For more information or a

After 28 years at the uptown
Village Square Shopping Center,
Connie’s Hair Design is now in
downtown Grants Pass at the
corner of Ninth and H Streets.

class schedule, call 541-471-0645
or visit beadmerchant.com.
Winter store hours are 10:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through
Saturday.
———
Reach Daily Courier busi-

ness reporter Lisa Whiting at
541-474-3718 or lwhiting@thedailycourier.com. To submit business news online, go to thedailycourier.com, click at lower
left on "online forms" and then
click on "Business Buzz."

Business
Buzz

Lisa
Whiting

Owner Connie Westphall said
the move was precipitated by
the sale of the shopping center
in October.
“The new owners gave us a
30-day notice on a Friday,” she
said. “The miracle part of the
story is that this place became
available the following Monday.”
Westphall immediately contacted 221 Property Services
broker Bill Rossknecht, who
knew of a salon that was available.
It was too small, however, so
Rossknecht contacted the owner
of Divine Design, in downtown.
She was interested in selling,
even though the salon wasn’t on
the market.
Said Westphall of finding a
new location so quickly, “I take
God’s blessings any chance I
can get. I just didn’t realize I
needed them at this time in my
life!”
The move began in earnest in
November and Connie brought
five stylists with her and inherited three from Divine Design.
Connie and husband Jack
moved to Grants Pass from Las
Vegas in 1986 to be closer to his
mother. Jack was a third generation upholsterer — auto and
furniture. He asked his mom to
find him a shop in Grants Pass,
and she did.
Until his retirement, Jack
owned Mr. Stitch on F Street
where he worked with son Rob.
Westphall said she and her
husband had always been business owners, so starting up the
original Connie’s way back
when was an easy decision.
When asked what she likes to
do in her spare time, Westphall
said before she was a hairdress-
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Connie Westphall, owner of Connie’s Hair Design,
styles the hair of a client who made the trip all the
way from Medford.
er, she was a bookkeeper.
“This is my fun time, socializing with the customers.
“I like to say hello to everyone who comes in, and if you
come in and are having a bad
day, you’ll be smiling when you
leave. Basically, hair is my
hobby,” she laughs.
Connie’s Hair Design is located at 226 S.E. Ninth St. Each
stylist keeps different schedules.
For more information, call 541474-1772.
•
DOWNTOWN BRANCH
CLOSES. Bank of the Cascades
closed its downtown location at
735 S.W. Sixth St. on Jan. 20,
moving its accounts to the
branch located at 1304 N.W.
Sixth Street.
An employee at the Union
Avenue branch said foot traffic
at the downtown branch, located
near L Street, was light. A man-

Fire calls
Grants Pass Fire and Rescue
2:36 p.m. Friday, Hayes Hill, bus vs.
SUV crash with serious injuries.
8:38 p.m. Friday, 400 block Ament
Road, traffic crash.
Rural/Metro Fire Department
2:36 p.m. Friday, Hayes Hill, bus vs.
SUV crash with serious injuries.
8:38 p.m. Friday, 400 block Ament

Road, traffic crash.
Illinois Valley Fire District
8:09 a.m. Friday, Redwood Highway and Kerby Mainline Road, bus vs.
pickup truck crash with minor injuries.
2:36 p.m. Friday, Hayes Hill, bus vs.
SUV crash with serious injuries.
4:18 p.m. Friday, 130 N. Redwood
Highway, Cave Junction, vehicle fire.

ager was unavailable for comment.
• BEAD MERCHANT NOW ON
G STREET. Downtown staple
Bead Merchant & Yarn Supply
has moved from its Sixth Street
location to 115 S.W. G Street,
between Fiona Bean and Blind
George’s News Stand.
Established in 1989, Renee
Smith has owned the shop for 20
years. The store provides jewelry repair services and custom
jewelry designs in addition to
offering locally made jewelry.
The Bead Merchant sells jew-

Mural
of the
Month February
The Road of 1,000 Wonders by Barbara
Kostal and Ray Colton, painted 1996.
Marketplace Bldg., 106 NW F St. at 6th.
Thanks to G.P. Committee on Public Art, Jo. Co. Cultural Coalition,
and Sue Jordan, Photographer.

